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INTRODUCTION 

Due to unforeseen personal circumstances of your Editor (which I -"Wnn1t 
bore you with here; , it w.as not possible to bring out the Spring edition of 
LANTERN as planned. Apologies to all subscribers who waited in vain for it to 
arrive_ and who, by now, no doubt imagine that LANTERN has- gone to the walll 

However, to make up for the lack_ of a Spring issue, we bring you a special 
'double' Summer issue, a few weeks earlier than its normal publ'ication date. 

This double issue has given us the opptrrtunity to put into print a full-length 
article by Mike Burgess detailing his investigations and research into that 
legendary Norfolk giant Tom Hickathrift; an_article which would have lost some­
thing if we had had to spread it across three or four normal-sized issues of 
LANTERN. In the last issue of LANTERN it w.as announced that this issue would 
carry more details of the apparition seen on the AI2 near Lowestoft. Since then 
some interesting discoveries have been made regarding this 'ghost' and the re­
sulting article,- which has now grown some1r1hat, will be held over until next is­
sue due to lack of space. 

\fhich brings us to the Autumn issue� which will mark a large change in the 
format of LANTERN_,_ as it will be produced in A5/li tho. This reduced siz_e �d.ll 
help us cut downon the postage and handling charges and at the same I�lPROVE THE 
-presenb::.ti'on of 'llricles etc., especially from the point of view of drawings 
and illustrations. 

· · 

Finally, we once again ask everyone to keep the articles, press-cuttin·s 
etc., coming in. Your support in the w� of artm�les will ensure that LANTERN 
continues to cover the widest rnnge possible of East Anglian curiosities. 

Ivan Bunn . 
• + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Mlterial in this publicat;Lon is Q-opyright of the authors and, when applicable, 
of the BSIG. Unless stated othervlise the opinions expressed in LANTERN are not 
neceesarily those of the Editor or of the BSIG. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
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In the Winter I980 issue of LANTERN (No.32,p. I2), we wrote of the experience of 
Anne Clarke of Lowestoft who, on D ecembe r 28th, I980, saw two odd, hooded fig­
ures by the side of the AI2 road near Blythburgh, Suffolk. The February I9SI 
issue of the Waveney Clarion (Vol.9, No.2, p.7 ) carried a follo�up article to 
this stor,y when Anne, together with the Editor of the Clarion and a couple of 
friends returned to the spot for a look around. With the kind permission of the 
Editor of the Waveney Cla rion, we reproduce that article here, under its orig­
inal title: 

COULD BECOME A HABIT 

The windscreen wipers intermittently hadn't been r aining the previous time. 
moaned. It was cold, damp, low mourn.- I collected the car, and ·-we repair-
ful cloud lay overhead. We were possibly ed to the vfuite Hart for further dis­
late (though we didn1t know if the time cussion. 
was significant ) . 

"How did you feel last time, .Anne?11 
"Relaxed. Just going out for a drink 

in the country, sitting in the back. 
Quiet and relaxed." 

I tried to relax. But knowing that I 
was tense for no 'rational' reason meant 
that serenity was difficult to achieve . 
We were on an expedition into the un­
known (especially as the accelerator 
cable was still held on by a length of 
rubber wind screen beading. - that was 
a coincidence. We were • • • • •  ) • 1>Je were 
going to look at the place where two aP­
paritions had been seen, partly to as­
certain if there was anything physical 
which would account for the appe arance 
of the hooded figures, and partly to lO­
cate the exact spot . 

The Blythburgh bend. VJe slowed. Past 
the road signs. 

11Are \ve there yet?11 
11Wetre way past it11, I said, trying 

not to gloat, 11or where you described it 
anyway." 

11 No, No, It 1s here. I know." 
I drove on, past the police car lur­

king in the open, turned round at the 
White Hart. The police car had gone. I 
pulled over onto the verge where Anne 
Clarke asked me. 

Anne leaped out. Here, it was just 
here. They were on a fence. Then they 
••• look the branches are bent, like a 
f ence . She (I reached for a fag. I was 
swept with fear . I1d given up). 

Anne had gone 20 yards down the road 
in the direction of the village. 

"It was here, I can feel it11• 
There was a gate set well back,which 

you can't see from a car travelling 
south. 

A car went by. There didn1t seem to 
be any way the scraggy branches or wil­
ting grass could be mistaken for two 
dark-habited cowled mmnks, e�n in the 
reflected light of headlamps. And it 

2. 

THE INCIDENT 
On Sund� 28th December, I980,Anne 

Clarke was in a car travelling south 
down the AI2. She was sitting in the 
back. Just past t he Southwold turn 
she saw, through the front offside 
part of the windscreen, a figure sit­
tin g on a fence well back from the 
right-hand roadside . As she watched, 
it got off the fence, and walked to· 
the edge of the road, follo-wed by a­
nother figure. Both wore long and vol­
uninous cloaks or habits, heavily eo� 
led so their faces -were obscured . Their 
hands were held high in front of the:in, 
holding white cards or something sim­
ib.r. 

Anne1s first thought 11 Stupid place 
to hitch.-hike11, and her second 11Fancy 
dress party", were both undermined, 
for she turned to wntch them out of 
the bnck window. The figures had dis-
o.ppeared. 

Nobody else in the car had seen the 
figure s . 

The next day, Anne rang Ivan Bunn of 
the Borderline Science Investigation 
Group, and recounted her story ••• • 

HISTORY HINTS 
If one assumes that MS Clarke saw 

two figures dressed in a fashion not 
common these days, specially on the 
AI2 on a cool Sunday night in the mid­
dle of winter, and that they inexplic­
ably disappeared, then one thinks of 
• • • •  ghosts. But after that you start 
wondering if there is any renson · for 
these particular gh osts . Hence our 
trip bnck, to see if there was any­
thing there that might oxplnin the vi­
s ion . We d idn't find anything. Anne 
knows she saw them, so is there any 
information which would give substance 
to the sighting? 

POACHERS 
Janet Beckerts book 'Blythburghr co.:n-



. tnins several references to a priory, (near enough whe�e the present crossing 
si tun ted behind and to the ens t of Bly- is), workers found many skulls add 
thburgh church. It was the home of Aus- skeletons . Several of the wo rkers and 
tin or Black Canons. passersby who fiandled the bones were 

The priory wasn't an immense thriv ing attacked by a virulent dmsease. 
place - in I475 there were 3 canons One m�� and a boy died. Could the 
( ' History of Dunwich' by Gardener ) - and skele tons have included Canons from 
they were not rich ; "The Manor Rolls the priory, who had suffered greatly 
hint that some of them occupied their during the Black Death? 
time poaching the rabbits in the Lord's OTHER EXPERIENCES 
wo.rrens on the he ath. "  (Becker). One further oddity . 1> gentleman 

This order of Canons, apparently, named Geoffrey Waterson wo.s in the a-
were expected to enter ecular society rea just after Christma s , and v.1hen 
on occasions and work amongst the people . Anne began de scribing her experience 
So the appearance of the figtmlll'S out- - without snying, I think, . where - he 
sid.e of the priory is acceptable. exclaimed "God, not at Blythburgh.11 

TENUOUS THEORY Geoff1s somewhat surprising react-
When Anne �s de scribing the 'monks' ion was easily explained. He hnd been 

she said they took peculiarly small hitching back from London, and wns ha-
steps, and she fel t they were ill or' ving a despera te time. It was very 
probably weak. Though there is probably late. As he wc.lked up the AI2, just 
no relationship at all, it is interest-. round the bend from the Southwold 
ing to note that in 1879, while making tur� (north of the other si�e) he sud-
an embankment for the 1Great Bridge 1 denly felt frightened (his hair nctu­

nlly s tood on end ) , naus eous and very 
depressed. He kept walking, and with­
in' a few yards the fe Glings left him 
as quickly as they ' d a.rrived. 
Co-incidence? Odd, anyway •.• ··� • •  

+ + + + + + + + + � + + + + + + + + + + + � + + + �.� + � + + 
FROM the Eas tern Daily Press, June 10 , 198I 

· · 

" IvtY'stery surrounds the eerie turning in of o. stone cross in Swaffham1s parish 
churchyard. The s tmne is situated between Sexton's House.nnd the church,' and 
was placed there when the churchyard was re organised, wheh many of the older 
stones were arranged in neat lines to allow eas ier tidying of the grounds�But 
now the gravestone of m.ss Ella Norse, who died at the age of 37 in 1852, is 
moving. The grass around the base of the cross lies flattened b�o.ring evidence 
of a twisting action. Having turned through 90 degrees the 'liJhite st:.:me cross 
now faces north to south , in contras t to every other cross in the churchyard -
even those right next to it�··· 

The turning . wns first  noticed by church sexton Hr. Frederiok So.ndell,during 
his �lks from his hous to the church, and he has carefully noted the position 
b;y- taking a line along the face of the cross to a fixed po:i,.nt. 

Over the past 7 yea rs the cross has changed p0sition and Mr.So.ndell1s 
friends who make yearly visits to Swaffham nl�ys notice a definite change • 

• • •  al though he has an open mind about supernatural explanations, local histor­
ian Mr. Reg Drake, of 12 Pedlars Grove , is trying to find out something about 
Miss Ella Morae. So far his research has revealed that she wns the daughter of 
Swaffham brewer Mr. Fred erick Morae, who paid £400 for the stained glass v.Tin­
dow in the church chancel in memcry of Ello., and also placed bras ses to her 
memory in the church in I85 3, a year after her death . Mr. Drake 's brother,Mr. 
Eric Drake, feels there may be more to those mem:)rials than mee ts the eye. He 
suspects the gifts might have been 'WD.ys of easing the conscience of Ello.1s fam­
ily - none of the many dauGhters buried in the churchyard are commemorated in 

·· such a wo:y. 
11Was Ello. 1'1orse mad, or did she �o something her f'amily wanted to expiate ?" 

asked Mr. Drake. 11We don't know, but_ it would be intriguing to find out more 
a.bout her.11 . · • t 

Although Mr.Drnke does not believe Elln wns n wi eh, he· points out that the 
inscription is similar to words chanted at the burin of witches, to protect 

i (cont . on back page) 
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THE 
NO�POLK 

GlllNT 
by 

M Burgess 

APART from one extremely dubious tale 
in Charles Sampson ' s 'Ghosts of the 
Broads 1, East Anglia can lay claim to 
�nly one traditional giant: namely TOM 
HICKATHRIFT, the giant of the Norfolk 
Marshland. Tom is mentioned many times 
in works on local folklore, but a seri­
ous attempt has never been made to fol­
low up the dozens of different thre ads 
of legend and discover Tom1s ultimate 
origins. This is what I am currently 
trying to do, and the task is so in­
volved that this article can only hope 
to lay the foundations for a much dee­
per study. 

The maj ority of the action in the 
tales-takes place in the far western 
corner of Norfolk, in a'rough triangle 
bordered by King's Lynn, Wisbech and 
Downham }�rket, and more specifically 
in that area marked nowadays on the map 
as 'Marshland Fen'. Upon the western 
edge of this region is 'The Smeeth1, a name that once applied to the whole 
Marshland. This was, in olden days, a fine pas ture land about 2 miles or so 
across and of I200 acres in extent. Over 30,000 sheep and cattle were grazed 
here by the 'Seven Towns of Harshland' to whom the plain was common, namely 
Tilney, Terrington, Clenchwarton, Walpole, West Walton, Walsoken and Emneth. 
In I923 the area was made into the new parish of lVUJ.r shland St. Jnmes, and the 
Smeeth is now a small village with both private and council houses, a school, 
pub, and small church. Somewhere in this region, sc.y the legends, was born Tom 
Hichathrift 11in the reign before vJillio.m the Conqueror", the son of a poor 
labourer named Thomas Hickathrift. His fnther died not long after Tom WElS born, 
and his poor old mother was forced to work doy and night to support him, since 
he was very lazy, and ate a huge amount, "foe he was in height", so.ys one sto­
ry, 11when he wo.s but ten years of o.ge, o.bout eight feet, o.nd in thickness five 
feet, and his hand was like unto o. shoulder of mutton; nnd in nll pnrts from 
top to toe, he wns like unto o. monster, nnd yet his great strength was not 
known". 

The eo.rliest printed mention cf the gio.nt Hicko.thrift occurs in a m�ssive 
book by John Weever, entitled 'Ancient Funero.ll f.'kmuments 1 and dcte d to I63I. (I) 
Weever reports a trnditL n �·f the Smeeth that �.nee upLn a time, a great ccnflict 
broke vut between the inhnbitants :_.f the Seven Towns and their Landlord, cv�r 
the rights and boundaries of the Smeeth, and the villagers wererdefinitel get­
ting the vlorst of the battle. At this time, Tom Hickathrift had got himself a 
job carting beer for a King ' s lynn brewer, and he often had to drive his cart 
over the Marshland to Wisbech. Along comes Tom to the scene of battle and, in 
Weever1s words 11 ••• perceiving that his neighbours were faint-hearted, and ready 



to take flight, he shooke the Axell.:.,;tree from the cart, which he used instead 
of a sword, and tooke one of the cart-wheeles which he held as a buckler ;with 
these weapons • • • he set upon the • • •  adversaries of the Common, encouraged his 
neighbours to go forward, and fight valiantly in devence of their liberties; 
who being animated by his manly prowesse, they • • •  chased the Landlord and his 
companie, to the utmost verge of the said Common; which from that time- they 
have quietly enjoyed to this very day11o 

Later antiquarian 'Writers such as Spelman in about 1640(2), Cox in 1720(3), 
and Blomefield in 1808(4) follow Weever almost to the letter, apart from Dug­
dale(5), who is the 1joker in the pack', and who will be mentioned again 
shortly. However a significant divergence in story-line occurs in the early 
chapbooks, those slender pamphlets for consumption by the 'peasantry' that 

· pedlars hawked on the village streets � The earliest stiil in existence is in 
the Pepysian Library at Cambridge, printed between 1660 and 1690, apd bearing 
the title'The History of Thomas Hickathriftt(6). Now this chapbook relates how 
Tom used to drive his brewer ' s cart between �nn and Wisbech, but because of a 
fierce giant or ogre that dw&lt in the Marshland, had to make a long detour 
around . One duy Tom got fed-up with this, and on his next jou�ney resolved to 
test the giant1s might . From his cave, the giant saw T om coming and leapt out 
to meet the trespas·ser, saying 11Do you not see 'how many hea.ds hnng upon yonder 
tree tho.t have offended my lawl But thy he·ad shall hang higher than all the 
rest for o.h oxnmple11• To which Toni then gave the classic riposte, 11A turd in 
your teeth for your news, for you shall 
not find me like ono of them11 � The· og:r-e · 
e nraged, dashed back into his cave for; 
his gigantic club, while Tom u�ended 
his cart and took the axle tind wheel.' · 

for his sword and shielde With.'these 
weapons, and after a mighty bnttle,Tom 
beat the twelve-foot high giant .into 
the ground and sliced·off·his hen.d. 
After this deed Tom boc'O.me the hero Of 
the 1-b.rshld.nd, · tl!id wo.s henceforth kno-wr. 

· to all as II'hster' Hicko.thrift;· a form.:. 
erly distinct title that lost its sig... 
nificance in the !7th century. · 

These two altern..'l.te themes; the 
defO.at of the Landlord and the :s1aying 
of the gi�nt, both with wheel o.nd __ Q)d(), 
parallel ono another one another uritil 
about the beginning of this century, 

wheri the Landlord .version is forgotten 
and only the giant-slaying remains. The 
problem is, which tradition came first , 

or were there from the very beginning 
two sepero.te but very similar tales 
existing in paro.llei? From my own experience I would sny that the former is the 
true problem, and that easily solvable. Although the 17th. century Pep,ysio.n chap 
book is the oldest extant, we cun be fairly certain that there was an earlier· 
original, probably of the 16th century, or at least the interna.l liternry evi­
dence seems to point that wo.y. And, of course, the substance of the chapbook 
is derived from popular oral tradition of indeterminate age, as is the substance 
of the passage in Weever. But it is the process of folklore to embellish, to 
enlarge, and thus· it is that the tyrant Landlord must have come first , to be 
enlarged and aggrandised in the popular mind and by the chapbook producers, ca­
tering to a less intellectual and discerning audience that that held by such 
as John Weaver. For the same reason the Landlord has vanished from current 
Hicko.thrift tradition, leaving only the wicked giant to be overcome by our hero, 

At this point Sir Willinm Dugdale should be mentioned again, because of 
the curious role-reversal which he makes in his 1662 work 'The History of !m­
banking ••• '(5). Dugdale somehow mo.ll�g�s to twist the Weover story about,making 
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Hicknthrift himse lf into the zenlous owner of the Smeeth common-land,mightily 
defending himse lf with 1r1heel and ax:lengainst the quarrelling villagers, This 
is a most peculiar reversal, and can only be explained by a hasty and inaccur­
ate reading of the legend as told by Weever. 

Whilst the antiquarians have no more to sn:y about Hickathrift1s exploits , 

the chapbooks on the other hand have a greo.t de::tl more to tell. After his sla­
ying of the �hrshland ogre, Tom went into the cave and found there o.ll the 
monster ' s ill-gotten hoard of gold and silver, enough to make him a rich man 
for life. 11Tom took possession of the ginnt ts co.ve11, so.ys the chapbook, 11by 
c onsent of the Vlhole company, o.nd every one said he deserve d twice as much 
more: Tom pulled down the cave, built him a fine house where the cave stood; 
o.nd the ground that the giant kept by force and strength, some of Vlhich he 
gave to the poor for their common, the rest he made pastures of and divided 
the most part into tillage, to maintain him and his mother Jane Hicko.thrift.11· 
He then made a deer-park roundabout, and near his house built a church of St. 
James 11 ••• because he killed the giant on that dny •• • 11 (which at the time of 
writing was on August 5th ) . Whether or not this part of the tale influenced 
the naming of the parish in 1923 I do not know, but perhaps it is signific::tnt 
that there has never been nnother church of St.J runes in the whole of the Fen­
land district. 

With his new-found weih.lth and respectability Tom travelled far and wide 
through the Mnrshlo.nd, sometimes with his pack of hounds, to such festivities 
o.s 11cudgel-play, beo.r-baiting, foot-ball, and the like11• One such event, ttho 
a minor one in the course of the s tory , �Qll ne seen to gain a greater signi­
fic ance later on. He rode one day to where some men were lo.ying wo.gers upon 
a football game, but he wns a str::tnger to them and not allowe d to join in; 
" • •• but Tom soon spoile d their sport; for he meeting the foo t-ball, took it 
such o. kick that they never found their ball more ; they could see it fly, but 
whither none could tell. •• 11 The participants became angry at this, but Tom sim­
ply grabbed up a 11gre at spar11 from a ruined house, and flattened the lot of 
them. On his wcq home he encountered four armed robbers ; once more in summo.ry 
fashion he slew two and wounded the others, taking £200 from them for his tra­
uble. But he later came upon a stout tinker barring his path, and neither 
would yield to the other (reminiscent of the meeting between Robin Hood o.nd 
Little John), and so gave battle with sto.ves. They were evenly mtched how­
ever, until at last Tom flung down his staff, invited the tinker to his home, 
and beco.�e the best of friends . 

At this poi11t the earliest chapbook versions end, but later versions have 
o. second part attached, obviously written by someone familiar with the origi­
naltext, but equally obvio usly of a much later date. A typical example olt 
this would be 'A Pteaso.ht and Delightful History of Thomas Hickathrift1, prin­
ted sometime in the mid-18th century.(?) l�y others were produced all thru1 
the 18th and I 9th centuries, o.ll appc.rently based on the text of this one. 

· (Norwich Central Library dated this particular chapbook to the I600ts, but by 
study of the internal evidence I have revised this to about 1750, and the re­
vision ho.s now beer1 accepted), This continues the exploits of both Tom and the 

Tinker, how they were called to the Isle of Ely to help put down a IO,OOO(one 
reference says 2, 000) strong rebellion, but they did it o.ll by thenselves with 

. ,naught but clubs as weapons: and when Tom rs club broke, he 11 • • •  seized upon i1 
lusty, s tout raw-boned miller, and made use of him for n weapon, till nt len- · 

gth he c leared the field • •• " The King wo.s so pleased with them that he promptly 
kni ghted Tom nnd gave the Tinker, whose nnne wo.s Henry Nonsuch, o. pensioJ?, f-r 
life. As Sir Thomas Hickathrift then he turned for home, �nly tc find his aged 
mo ther dying . 

After this Tom's thc.ughts were bent townrds marriage, nnd he began to c cu­
rt . a "rich y�ung widow" cf C�bridge, named Sarah Gedyng. Tcm hnd n rival in 

love though, whc;m he prcmptly trcunced; then he c:xme up ::tgo.inst two hired Tro­

opers whom he simply tucked under his arms until they, humiliated , swore never 

to trouble anyone again. But even c.s Tom rode to his wdding, up came his ri­
val with 21 hired ruffians to stop him - to no avail, for Tom j ust took o. 
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TOM HICKATTHRIFT - THE NORFOLK GIANT. continued: 
sword and sliced an nrm or a leg off every one, then hired n nearby fnrmer's 
dung-cart to carry them home . An amusing c.nd ro.ther bizarre episode follows o.t 
his wedding-feast, which is held in his own homer. At the end of ,the prodeEid.ings 
he·discovers n silver cup to be missing, which is presently found on an old 
womd.rl. named Strumbolow. Whilst the other guests are all for chopping her to 
pie�es for her theft, Tom devises �l rather novel method of punishment: 11He 
bored o. kilhle through her nose, Wld tied a string there to, then tied her ho.nds 
behind her bnck, and ordered her to be stript naked,_comnnndihg the rest of 
the old women to!stick a candle in her fundament, and then lead her by the 
nose through the streets "''1d lanes of Ca.'Ilbridge, which comical sight caused a 
general laughter • •• " Ifl:L•bet .it didl 

· 

. 

Not long after this, word came, to the King thnt n foul giant riding upon 
a dreadful dragon, and with mDny great beo.rs,Q.pd lions in ntten?.b.nce, hnd in­
vaded the Isle of Thnnet: in Kent, and posed a dire threat to. the rest of his 
Kingdom. Without anymore ado, h� rnnde Tom the Governor of Thant, nnd off he 
went to combat the invc,der, who wns a fo.r more. terrible beo.s t that that giant 
he hnd defeated in the Harshlnnd. For he wn.s " ••• mounted upon n dreadful drb.­
gon, beating upon his shoulder n club of iron: having but one eye, which was· 
placed in the middle of his forhend, ond larger than a bnr:ber ' s  bo.son, and se... 
e:med• to appear like !J. floning fire; his Visage W!J.S grim o.nd tawny, his back 
and shoulders like sno.kes of prodigious length, the bristles of his benrd like 
rusty wire ••• 11 Nevertheless, i·t didn't take long for mighty Tom with " • •• his 
two-handed sword of ten feet long • •• 11 to deo.l with his opponent, first of o.ll 
running his sword 11in between the. giant's brawny buttocks, and out o.t his be­
lly • •• and then pulling it out agnin, at six or seven blows he seper�ted his 
head from his t.;runk • •• 11 With no more ado he suffered the dragon likewise. A­
long comes his friend Henry the Tinker, and together they go out and dispatch �he rest of the ravening beasts. But alas! The Tinker is 

.

slain by one of the 
ions, and then Tom turns once more for: ho:rner, dying in less than three weeks 
f grief for his friend. And there the cho.pbooks end their to.le. 

But the legends do not end, o.nd more is ndded over the years, enlarging 
and twisting variov. "'Pisodes, until nuch is scarcely recognisable. Probnbly 
one of the eo.rlies� additions is related by H.J.Hillen in nbout I89I.(8) A 
local of the Smeeth told.him t�nt.when Tom ho.d slain the Mnrshln.nd Ogre, he 
decided to cut out the ginn tf;:;� tongue. Then, shortly after Tom hnd gone, along 
comes a rogue, severed the head o,nd took it to �he King for n reward. Just ns 
the King wns on the. point of opening up tb.e royal purse, up popped Tom with 
the tongue and clnimed the reward to be his. 11The imperdnnt rorscal11, snys 
the old local, 11 rushe d scro.o.minf nwo.o.y, gettinf a jolly sight more kicks than 
ha�pencel11 This additional fragment though is not original to the neighbour­
hood, since it is simply n vo.riant on the nncient folk-motif of !The False 
Clnimnnt r. · ·· 

The eo.rliest incident in the cho.pbooks, by which Tom's grent strength is 
revealed, is 1t1hen he hoists onto his shrulder a. colossal weight of strnw,fnr 
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more tho.n ::my other no.m could carry, This ho.s been o.ltered by oral tradition so 
that the bundle of straw, for a joke, ho.s huge rocks hidden inside it, but Tom 
still lifts it without fuss. Likewise, the four 'nrmed robbers th,::tt he dispo.:tc.h.­
ed have become a large band of highway men whom he drove out of East Anglia. 
The cho.pter where Tom kicks o. football ::ut of sight ho.s go.ined o. wider :mdi­
ence, so tho.t a Suffolk man co.n tell, in 1965,.(9) of "Old Icklethrift11, who 
kicked o. ball 11 from Beccles to Bungo.y •11 One source (IO) didn 1 t like the . idea ·­

of our hero dying of grief, so made him simply return home. "where he po.ssed 
the remainder of his days ·in great content • • •  " 

One of the most interesting adjuncts to the Hicko.thrift legend was an 
�arthen mound which stood o.t the Smeeth in a field south of the Villo.ge cross­
roads, and n:Jt fo.r fr6m the former Smeeth Road r:1ilwo.y station. The first men­
of this I found quouted in Gomme (II ), and supposedly occurs in the !Journal" 
of the British Archaeological Association for about the yeo.r 1869.(12) Ho� 
ever, I contac ted the Society cf Antiquaries cf London, who now hold o.ll the 
back copies of the IJ ourno.l', and they were completely unable tc trace the pas­
sage in question. But for the sake cf completeness, this is what the alleged 
passage so.ys: "A mound close �o the Smeeth Road Stati0n, between Lynn and Wis­
bech, is called the Giant's Grave, and the inhabitants relo.te that there lie 
the remains of a great giant slain by Hickathrift with the cart wheel ::uidaxle 
tree. A cross was erected upon it, and is tc be seen in the neighb('uring chur­
chyard of Torrington (sic) St.John's, bearing the singular name of Hicko.thrifts 
Candlestick .. " The perplexed question 8f the cross will be dealt with shortly. · 

Next to mention the mound are Miller and Skertchly in 1878(13), taking 
their informo.tion from a Mr.Jonathon Peckover of 1-Jisbech; the speak cf; 
" • • • o. mound with the marks of o.n entrenchment visible around it. This is call­
ed the gio.nt's gro.ve, 

·
o.nd the people :Jf the neighbourhood ho.ve o. tradition that 

it is hollow.11 Hillen (8 ), terms it 11o. low tumulus (scmewho.t.levelled on one 
side) with distinct marks vf an entrenchment." Dutt (14), who ·wets s:-mething of 
an archeo.ologist, considered it " • •• an o.rtifici2l mound, possil;lily D. barrow •• " 
In the so.me field, 'Hicifric 's t or 'Hicb. thrift's Field', was a rough hollcw 
or dry pond with some form of lcw bo.nk around it. A former o11mer cf Hicmthrift 
Fo.rm, which still sto.nds opposite, said in 1955(15) tho.t there were two hcllows 
11 locally known o.s Gio.n t Hicko. thrift r s Bath o.nd Feeding-bowl. 11 But the pcnd' 
with the bo.nk round it was usually called 1Hicko.thrift's Hand-basin or Wo.sh­
basin'. Bo.sil Cozens-Ho.rdy in 1934(16), with mere o.ntiquo.rio.n zeo.l than o.ccu­
racy, claimed it to be truly a "Scandnn:tvian d:J()m ring", and it n;:..w seems like­
ly that he derived t his idea frcm the Kelly's 'Director:v of Norfolk' for 1925 
(I7), were the t doom-ring' was said to be "The 'moot r place twice each year 

of the earliest inhabitants, and of their descendants down to the close of the 
18th century, of the Seven Towns of Harshland". Cozens-Hardy gave the added in­
formation that at midsummer the "commoners" met at the earthen mound, whilst 
at Easter they gathered at St.John's Gate , a little to the. north. The truth of 
these statements I have yet been unable to verify. In march of 1929 the ponds 
were filled in with earth from the mound, and the field ploughecl,..up to make 
ready for the building of council houses. On my first visit to the site I was 
pleasantly surpr�sed to find that most of the field is still rough and open, 
with only a small section of it taken up by houses and a school. A modern 
house or small terrace of houses that backs onto the field is still called 
'Hickathrifts Field.' 

Now to the vexed matter of the Smeeth Cross. You will recall that this 
ancient stone cross, once standing upon th'e 'Giant1s Grave' mound, had been 
moved to the churchyard of Terrington St. John. Hiller and Skertchly(IJ) a­
gree with this, o.s do Porter(I3) and various other commentators. However, 
Cozens-Hardy stated in 1934 that, when soil was being co.rted from the mound 
to fill in the ponds, " ••• a large pedesto.l, 2'9" square and 11911 high with 
stoP-angles w::.s unearthed. Two feet of the sh�t, now pointed, survive.' The · 

cross ho.s been moved in to the hedge next to the main road • • •  11 Ho'I>T coulq it be, 
I wondered, thnt o. cross which had been sto.ted 65 ye:rs before o.s ho.ving been 
moved several miles to o.nother village is suddenly found in the very pl1:1ce it 
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wns supposed to hnve been to.kon from? To c omplico.te m�tters ,  Terringt on S t .  
John o.c tuclly has a s t one cross o.lso known a s  1 Hicb thrift 1 s  C andl es tick ' , · 

which  s tnnds j ust out s ide t he north d oor of the church . Bu t I have seen nn o;td 
phot:Ogro.ph .of the Sme eth Cross tD.ken jus t o.f ter it was re-discovered in. 1929, 
D.nd it is defini tely not the same one . 

'The i ssue bec omes-;ven more complex when Cozens-HD.rdy so.ys of t he S t . J ohn 
cros s that 1 1 • • • s ome eime in the middle of the 19th c entury vJhen the late Will­
iam C ockle , who wo.s a c hurc hwarden of S t . John ' s  churc h, go.ve it  to the late 
David Wo.rd, who remove d it to hi s residence in Te:rririgton St  • .  Clement, which· 
subsequently became known o.s Ho.mond Lodge , 2nd :i:s now known

· 
ns Terringt on Co­

urt, where it :  is still . I t  appec.rs t o  c ons i s t of the s ocke t  stone
·
. wi th o ther 

fro.gm�nts piled upon i t  • • • 1 1 Thus the next question is ro.ised � How is . this C ros s 
s till a.·t S t . John 1 s  when i t  wc.s moved t o  S t . Cl ement ' s  ove r  c. century ngo ?  · The 
pre sent ower of Terrington C ourt tells me thnt " • • •  there are o.t l�ns t two 
s tones in the grounds of (the ) C ourt that would appear t o  be po.rt of a medie.:. 
vc.l cross • • •  One s ource s ays (they were moved ) from the c hurchy:1rd o.t Terring­
t on St � J ohn, a.nd ano ther source sc.ys that they were brough t from the mars hes 
having been a medieval mark a.t one end of :1 marsh cro s s ing • • •  " (I9 ) .  But o.s fo.r 
as he · knows , t he fragments ho.ve no po.rticulnr locc-.1 name . 

So who.t do we ho.ve so fo.r? We have o. cross cc lled. ' Hicko.thrift ' s  C:J.ndle­
stick 1 tho.t tuJSnS up at · the Smooth Hhen it s hould be at T e rrington St . John ;.we 
have o. cros s of the s o.me no.me at S t . J ohn t hat should be a.t Terrington S t .  Cle­
ment; D.nd we ho.ve fr:tgments of a cross nt S t . Cl ement, wit h no nc.:'lle, thnt mo.y 
have c ome from ei ther · S t . John or the marshe s .  YJho.t o. muddle ! Bu t hold on, th­
ere is more t o  c ome ! Hillen (8 )  de clc.re s th::Lt  the Smeeth c ro s s  " ·  • •  is so.id to 
ho.ve been removed to Tilney All S o.ints c hurc \i.yard • • •  " where it re s ts outside 
the s outh porch . And indeed there is a ' Hickathrift 1 s C:::illdle s tick ' in Tilney 
c hurc hyard - in fo.c t t he re are two .  That ne ar the south porch le aning prec ari­
ously upon i t ' s socket  s tsme, hos f our o r  five dis tinc t indentations upon t he 
t op of the sh�f t  which legend S2YS ore t he marks of gia.nt Tom ' s  fingers . They 
are, of cour s e ,  s imply holes where o cros s-piece or c opi t nl wa.s once fi tte d .  
The second cros s- shof t h o. s  bec ome de to. c hed from i t s  bo.s e ,  and i s  propped agai.:.. 
ns t the wcll j us t ou t s ide the c hurc hyard gate . I t be ar s upon the s haf t the \fe­
athered remains of v o.rious o.rmoria.l shield s .  Neither of t he se though has been 
removed from �l sewhere ; re cords show t hem t o  have nlwnys been nt Tilney . 

Back to the Sme e th cross thoug h .  A further clue to the unro.velling of t he 
mys tery turned up in the ' Sunday Expre s s  r o f  J'hy Il,th, I950; where t he folloH­
ing is found : nA quaint s tone monument at the bo tt om of Hr . Ho.rry Bodger 1 s  new 
c ouncil house did no t ple a se }tr� . Badge rs nt all . So �� .  Badge rs dug i t  up and 
buried it.  But he didn ' t k.11ow that t he s tone had been a Lmdmo.rk in the vill­
age of l'hrs hlnnd Sme e th (sic ) Norfolk, for 5 00 yeo.rs . It was know o.s Hicko.­
thrif t r s Candles tick, weighed three- quo.rters of o. ton, and was n[).!l1ed o.fter a 
legendary giant . Now the lvf..ini s try of Works may be approac hed for an orde r to 
have the monument exhumed. " (C ontinued on next page ) : 
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TOM HIC KATHRIFT : THE NOIWOLK GIA NT (c c ntinued ) � 

A s ·  far as I khow, . :there was nu. fc.,ll �-'w-up tc thi s  in the newspo.per . Although I 
ho.ve ye t to pinpcint Hr. Bc dgers ' he-us e ,  the re s e ems lit tl e doubt tha t  thi s  
' quaint s tcne m::.-numen t ·' wa s i n  fo.c t the Sme e th Cros s . In the .1Eo.s tern · Daily 

Pre s s ' for Dec ember 12, 1964, a :Mr .  C 0lmo.n Green rep2 rte d  t ho.t the cross wa.s 
s t ill visible , a.nd le o.rned o. new n::une f o r  it f rcm o. L�ca.l fo.rmhb.nd : 1 Hi cka.t hrif t s  
C ollo.r- s  tud . 11 

· 

I nm please d k say that I ho.ve · n:..'W unc Gvered vi rtuo.lly the · whc le recent 
hi s tc ry  ;_;f the Smee th Cr, s s ,  o.l t h::.mgh a little mu s t  b e  admitted o.s ·- rec.s.:.mo.ble 
su·pjx;siti:.;n . Prh:r k the mid- �J r  lo.te 19th century t he er:= ss wo s cle o.rly vis­
ible upcn the summit of the ' Gio.nt r s Gro.ve r me:und o.t the Srne e th ; then, t hrcugh 
the ac tion cf wind o.nd weo.the:t' it wo.s c�  vered-up by l ::: ::: se eo.r th, o.nd pe ople 
thuught i t  ho.d been to.ken awo.y . Antiquo.ries wh�� c nme · seo.rchi:p.g fer it failed 
to find it, bu t dis c cvering th.o.t t here were o t hers knc wn by the s6.me no.me n t  
T erringt on S t .  Jchn and Tilney All S nint s ,  surmised tho.t i t  ho.d been remcved 
to one c_,f those twc plo.ces . The I8th c entury his k ri�n Tern lhr tin re c :.. rds nt 
le o. s t  three churchyo.rd cr�· s s e s  o.t Terringt . n S t . John, o.nd :ts ull;y ' .:ne is new 
visible , it seems likely that it wo.s :_,ne of the se that WlS remcved · tc Terring­
tcn Court . In I929 · during cleo.r:tnce work the Sme e t h  Cre s s was unc�vered,  s till 
upon the mound . It was do.mngod by the w.::, rkmen and pus hed t :  . .- one s ide of the 
roo.d, where Mr .  Bodgus r go.rd&n was shortly to be mo.de . He buried i t  in I95 o, · 
but some time in the ' 50s e r  early 1 6os a po.rt of tlie base wo.s re s cued imd to.­
ken tv the Wisbe c h  and Fenlo.nd �Jfuseum . There it s tayed unt il June 6th, I979, 
when it wns given bo.c k to the villo.gers ;_;f Mo.rs hlo.nd S t . Jmnes and they, in be­
lated celebration of the Queen ' s · S ilve r Jubile e ,  inc crpc. ry.ted the remo.ing 
fragment in the bo.se e:f the village sign, where i t  s tands ' tc t his day, o.t t he 
cr:Js sronds knvwn as ' Hicko.thrif t 1 s  C ;_;rner 1 •  And I hope that this sorts the 
whole ma tter out for future wri ters !  

Now to other aspec t s of the Hickathrift legend . T he incident vihere Tom 
kicks_ a f oo tball out of s ight has already been men tioned; bu t this se ems t o  
have combined, o r  bec ome c onfused, wit h  ano ther episode where he throws a . ham­
mer. 5 or 6 fulongs int o  a river .  The re sul t s  of this amalgama tion are almos t 
a s  c onfusing as the problem of the various cros s e s ! The e arlie st writ ten var­
iant occurs in Hillen (8 ) in abou t  I89I where , al though he s eems unsure whe ther 
the missile is a hawner or a ball , he has al tered the furlongs into mile s , and 
says that Tom hurled i t  6 miles from the S mee th, t o  ac tually hit the c hurch a t  
T ilney All Saints ; and , h e  s ays,  " • • • t h e  cred ulous v illagers st ill point out 
the · ac tual spo t ,  in t he c hancel-end of their church, where the hammer (or ball l 
s truck the wall . • •  11 OnlY a year later in 1892, MU.rray (20 ) , s peaking of the 

church at Walpole S t .  Peter, s ays " • • •  t here are 2 
c ircular hole s in the north and sou th wall s of t he 
c hancel oppos i te to each o ther, which t radi tion 
says were made by a ball kicked by (Hickathrift ) • • 11 

So,  already \.TG have a divergence in the tales . In 
195 5 Mr .  vJ . s  . Parsons (2I ) adds an. othe r  dimension, by 
reporting that Tom 11 • • •  announced t hat he would kick 
a s t one ball and tha t whe rever it fell he would be 
buried .  He kicked the ball from Tilney S t . Lawrence 
and it hit t he wall of Tilney All Saints church, 
roughly 2 mile s away . The impac t caused a 9rack in 
the c hurch wall which, i t  was s aid, c ould not be 
permanently re paired • • •  " Next with a variant i s  T . C .  
Le thbridge in his I957 book r Gogmagog ' (22 ) ;  He an­
nounce s tha t  Tom 1 1 • • •  threw a mi ss ile • • •  through . the 
wall of Walpole S t .  P e ter ' s  c hurch, where a sma11 
. 10le i s  s t ill shown • • •  " In 1966 Randell and Porter 

· (23 ) s ay  that Tom threw a st one 3 mile s from a ri­
ver t o  Tilney fill S aints , and was buried 1,;here i t  
fel l .  From the same s ource c ome s  the claim that 
Tom beat the Devil in a game of foo tball in the 
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churchyard at 1tJalpole S t . Pe te r, bu t during the mat c h  S atan kicked the s t one 
ball at our hero, mis s e d, and the ball went through the c hurch wall . A c ompen­
dium of legends in I973 (24) . ge t s  the notion that Tom ac t11ally fought- the Devil 
at Walpole, from vJhenc e Roberts (25 ) ,  probably o rigina t e d  his claim that 1 1 Tom 
wr:�e tle s _ _ the DGVil . • � and '\ftJins • 1 1 

· 

Once agaj_p 1.-1e seem t o  have t-v1o parallel trad i t ions ari s ing from one or two sim­
ilar inc idents in the e�rly c hapbooks�'1 but this time t hey may be ro ughly c oe­
val . The vaguene s s  of jfue targe ts in the ball- kicking and hammer- t hrowing e pi­
s ode s i s ,  I think, sufficient to  ac c ount for the bas ic variations , e s pecially 
when we c onside r that the re is an oval , roughly- pa t c he d  s po t in the e as t Wall 
of Tilney c hurc h, abou t 2 fe e t  acros s ,  and 7 or 8 fee t direc tly above the all­
e g e d  grave of Hickathrif t . Also, a t  Walpole , the 2 small round hole s are prob­
ably whe re t he end s  of vani s h ed tie- beams of the c hurch s truc ture protruded 
throu�h the wall s .  But at tval pole S t " Pe ter there is ano ther obj ec t whic h, I 
t p.ink, served t o  a t t rac t the ass ociat ions with Tom the giant . The firs t ref­
erence to it is in Murray, I892 (20 ) ,  whe re he men t ions 1 1  • • • a figure of a s a tyr 
suppo se d to be Roman, c alled by the c ountry pe ople ' Hi c ka t hrif t ' ,  the tradi ti­
onal local giant , (whic h )  i s  built int o the ou ter wall a t  the j unc tion of the 
chancel and nox:th ais le • • • 1 1 Rober ts (25 ) i s  over- s ta t ing t hing s s ome1.-Jhat when 
he c alls i t  11" • • •  a mons trou s ,  c arven s t one giant ' s  effigy (a la C e rne A bbas ) • •  " , 

as the l i t tle figure i s  only 2I 1 1  high from heo.d t o  t oe 1 I t  is a ve ry we a there d  
image of c1�mbling s and s tone o n  t h e  north s ide of the c hurch, and s tands upon 
a c orbel supporting a r ood- s tair windo"'· I t s identific'J t ion wi th Hickathrift is 
s ome what suspec t  though, a s  it is of very inde terminate sex. Inde ed t he archi­
t e c tural his torian Pev sner (26 ) , c all s it 11 a small caryatid figure , probably Ro.­
man . 11 (A caryatid i s  a femal_s us e d as a pil lar or suppo rt ) .  

If we assume then that t he Walpole incidents are bu t variations on a bas­
i c  theme , we are l e f t  wi t h  the fundamental ac tion, c ommon t o  many folk-t al e s , 
of the hero s tonding s omewhere (probably the Smee t h ) , and t hrowing or !dcking 
a s tone for s ome d i s tance ,  s ay ing th�t where it lands he wis hes to be burie d .  
And in this co.se , t h e  buri al-plc�c e is c onfirme d by almos t  every wri ter from 
We ever (I63I ) onward s  .2s being the c hurchyard at Tilney All Saints .  From .ibou t 
the I95 0s t he inquis i tive t ouris t  h2s be en s hov-m n grave s tone in t he churc h­
ynrd which is clnimed to  mark the grav e  of Tom Hickn thrif t  the gian t . It lies 

a few fee t from 
t he e a s t  end of 
the c hurch ,  j us t  
below the rough 
patch no ted above� 
nnd it is a simple 
plnin slab of un­
adorned gro.ni te 
on an eas t- wes t 
axis ,  whose exac t 

• sho.pe i s  ho.rd t o  
dis cern be cause of the dense undergrowt h o.round o.nd over i t .  There ho.ve been 
various e s t imates o f  the leng t h  of t h0 grave s tone ove r the ye --:.r s ,  s u c h  o.s t t no 
more than 7 fee t1 1 (2t ) ;  1 1 ne o.rlty 8 fe e t11  (27, 28 ) ;  and 1 1 8 fee t long11 (I8, 25 ) .  Hav­
ing nccurat ely me as red the s t one , I c n n safely so.y that it is exac tly 7 1 611 

l ong , no t including 2 3 1 1  s pli t 2cro s s t he middl e that ho.s fo rced t he two hol­
ve s apart . Thi s i s  suppos e d  t o  b e  t he very s tone tha t Hicko thrif t threw from 
all tho se mile s avJay . 

Howeve r, if we go right bac k  t o I63I o.nd John He eve r, we f ind � 1 1 In t he 
c hurc hyo.rd i s  o. rid1 ' d  A l to.r, Tombe o r  Sepul c hre of o. wondrou s J n tique fo.s hion 
upon whic h  nn Axell4 tree o.nd o. c r:.r t-wheele o.re insculpe d ;  Under the Funerall 
Monument, tho rrowne-J dHellers s 2y thCtt one Hikifricke lies inte rred .  t t  Lik

.

e­
wise Dugdo.le , in I6�2 (5 ) ,  refers t o  the gr:".ve s t ono 1 1  • • •  whe retil.pon the form of c. 
c ro ss  i s  so cut c�s th�,t the upper part thereof by re c,s on of the flourishe s  • • •  

s hewe th t o  be s ome'\ftihc.t c ircul ar, whi c h  t hey Hill ,  the ref ore , needs have t o  be 
t h,e :wheei and the s haf t the o.xle tree . 1 1 How is it t ha t  the pre s en t  graves t one 
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bo c.1rn no re semblrmce wh2 t evcr to this 
e o.rlier carven ! Se pul c hre ' ?  A s  t hey 
sew in nll the b'::;; s '. paperbo.cks , now 
at lcts t the full story c �m be t ol d ! ·  

T he main point is thc.t up tc 
c�bou t I8IO the c;r�i.<e 'Ho. s c omRl e t e ; 
:�: n l>  ic" _, c cnci s t ing of both o. c off­
in cmd n c offin-lid o r  e over, but 
nfter tho.t  do. ce the two had become 
s eper2tGd o In I808; Blornr:,:!:ieid (4) , 
d e s c ribe s 1 1 the :; tonq c oi'fin1 1 and thE:· 
s cu2.ptured �-id toge t he r .  By the 
t ime of Sir Francis  Po.lgro.ve 1 s  in­
ve s t igo.ti on o.round I8I4 (29 ) , thinge 
h2d c h2nge d .  HG o.scerto.ined 1 1 , , t he 
pre sent s to.te of Tam t s  s e pul c hre a 
It i s  o. s t on e  :;;: ores (c offin ) ,  of 
tho usuo.l s ho pe o.nrl dimensi ons ; the 
s culpture d lid or c ove r no longer 
exi s t s , 1 1 Exo.c tly where i t  ho.d gone 
':Lt tho.t. t ime , I do no t kno t.J, bu t 
i t  c erto.inly axis ted :,hen o.nd s t  ... 

i2.l does , In I88J o.lont; cc"''l1e 1.-Jill-­
:bm l·Jhi to (30 ) ;  vJho no ted � n In the 
ch-�<rc�hyo.rd b po.rt of u s tone c of._ 
f :l_"l, sccid to hc.ve c ontc.:Lnec1 the 
remcj_nd of Hicknthrif t c . ,  1� No te 
t he -vrcrd 3 " part of D. s tone c of£'in" 
b;=;Cf: l J. SO· T.iTi ll A;::- ;-O \ " l " n  , .1 "' 8 8  t '�· e-m • ...... - - .L - - ·  J- -' �· �  \ U J l.!.. !.:l "- ·  L-� W � l. .J.. .1 o 

11 • • • until n c cm tly (I8C:I ) a per t; o:;:' a. s t one c offin, 
so.id to c :  :.tnin the; remc.in s  ,-:-f the Fenl .:u1d he:r.·o , might 
have been se en t o  the nc,rtL of the chl l_rc h .  I t  1no a.sure s  
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7 1 41 1 outs ide. , o.nd 6 1 ron  ins ide ; •,,Jhil s t t �lG  b-co ,::;d th c t the he:J.d W2 S 2t feet,  anu 
-'lt the fee t J: ! J" " ' " ;r Hu t he a.l �< n  illf.'>n U.ons the lid h:;.v ing been1 i ::lepo s i t e d  at the 
we s t  end of the r-J rth n.,_ .re- J5 cc:lon . .  nc tuo.l Jy inside the church i t s elf . The fol­
l o >Jing ye :::tr, l-'h t:tT;\;;- (20 ) 7  too r,o.ys.  t hat  : 1 . � , he:re ( the c hurc hyard ) until re c ent­

ly (i t  i s  no1v moved into tho .; lr...:.rc h ,  a �  t11o ·,-: j s;t end __ G;f the north nnve o.isle ) 
vJ:J.S o. grccve s J.o.b \<J::. th .<J.. c r :J s s  and. circle round · :lt . , , tf ' 'From then until Po.rs ons 
(2I ) in I95 5 ,  only this  c c:;:'fin-lid ":....ns idc-; thE, chu.r:qh is ever mentione'd, , but 

Pnr s ons i s  tho fi]'EJ ;� t o  · olTJI'1: t t. 0 -prir� t t he exi s t ence of t he cu rrent' 
· grnve­

s t one . I t  ciill be no t :i_ ;::;od in the o.cc ompo.nying d:�c:;,Iings th�t t no t only do none 
of the i tems c onform 'G o the e::.ght. -:'\1ot s to.ture of the c: hapbook ginnt, but al­
so that none i s  exnc tl:r the s .::m:e f, ize :: s  t he o t h<:: l'S . 

vJho.t R o ems to ho.ve h:tp;_;c ned i s  th:Ls � From the e c, rly d2ys of the 17th c e n­
tury, there vJo.S a lc,rge s t one c offj_n w:i t h  o. c uriouGlY--- o rnamented lid that wns 
ass ocintocl wi th the burio.l of the legc ndo.ry g:i.ecnt. Tom Hic k'l thrift . Some time 
o.ftel;'wo.rd the c offin and lid beco.,r,e s eper::cted, 2nd the coffin ve:ni s he d  from 
sig ht . Bu t there mus t have be en .2 s e c ond, lidle s s ,  c offin, even l nrge r  (the 

. one illu s tr:::.ted ) ,  tho. t  came t:  . •  be thought of :...:.s the ginnt 1 s .  I so.y mus t  have 
been, be cau se the c offin ns des cribe d by Hillen (7 ' 41 1  l ong out side ) i s  fo.r t�•o 
lnrge for the lid ( 6 1 5 1 1 1ong ) to : 1:tve fi  t t.G d  l t  o I hnve �- t on uxpe rt o.dvic e  (JI ) 
tho.t t he lid should hc.ve 11 • • •  fi t ted it  (the coffin ) exo.c tly , Usuo.lly mo s t  c o­
ffins C'nd their lids �Jer·e c:::.rved o.t the same qwJ.rry :md tr:tnspo rte d as c. single 
orde r .  I would expec t 2n entirely different lid to c o1 er (this ) c offin . . .  " 
Around t he I8SOs this larger coffin Ho.s brenl-dng-up, :.nd IO yenrs l o..ter i t  had 
vnnist\J.ed c ompl e t ely; the c o.rved b_d hc:wing been to.ken ins ide the c hu rc h for 
. s.o.fe keeping ., Thu s ,  s �.:;me t5.me in t he fi::os t  hnlf cf this ce n tury, o. m.'J.s s ive s l o.b 
0f grnni to Ho.s f c.und or m:c.de , o.nd pln�ed ;:.,vor the remains ;:_;f vJhoever i t  vro. s 
t hat wo.s thought t �)  be the giant . Indee d, be cc�u sc i t  mcl tches t �, wi thin 21 1  t he 
l eng th cf the c offin, i t  mo.y htwc be en spccifico.lly t::dJ. crecl tc suit  tho ccn-
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ditions of the le g end . But whicheve r the co.se may be , the gro.ves tcne tho.t pec:­
ple o.re · now she;wn .y.s being Hicko.thrift l s  is nc · murG than o. relo.tively modern 
replacement, pr"bo.bly nct . in exc e s s  ;_ f  50  yeo.rs old .. 

Bef ore going bo.c k  to Tcm t s gro.ve , o.nd t henc e k the que sti�"  n cf his 0rig­
ins, I w�mld like t briefly mentic.n one site linked with him tho.t,  o.s with the 
to.le of him kicking o. bo.ll from Beccles k Bungo.y, i s  decideiy wo.y beyond the 
area tho.t i s  n rmo.lly his . L refer k the plo.ter-wcrk figure s k be sseE. c.n 
oill'J of the mo.ny po.rge t te d  facade s  of the former · , sun In..D ' ,  Churc h Street,  so.f­
fr::;n Wo.len, E s sex . The tw:.) figure s , supposedly of Tom and the Wisbech ·giant 
in c onflicjz., o.re modelled in b:.:ld rGlmef in the plo.s te r, par t side-vie w, part 
full-face .  Be tween them i s  o. large rai se d ring, pre sumc:.bly the sun in t he tit­
le of the inn . I have gro.ve d:.mbts however tho. t this s c ene i s  o.ny t hing \<�Tho. t 
ever t o  do with the Hic kathrif t legend . I ko.n find no reference before the �9-
30s for the ide t ifico.tion ;  one sdmrce o.c tudly c o.lls t he figures ' Gcg o.nd NO.­
gog 1 • Als:... the figure s o.s · modelled de} n::-' t mo. tch the to.le of the c ho.pbc �ks .Bcr 
one thing, bo t h  effigie.s .::tre the s :::.me height, whereas the Wisbech giant . ·  wa s 
suppcsed t o  be about f -:  ur fee t  taller t ho.n Tom. Then o.gnin, o.lthough hi s 0pp��­
nen t wields the tnedi t ono.l heo.vy club, ' Hicknthrif t t is prc.vided wi th o. swc rd 
o.nd o.n c•rdino.ry, if ro.t her small s hield, ins teo.d of the wheel o.nd o.xle cf t he 
legend . The building do.te s from o.b�mt the 16th c entury, but the po.rge t ting is 
known to be nt leo.s t a c entury late r .  I c.m currently o. t tempting to e;uo.ge o. p: . ..  
s s ible date f0r t he figures by their s tyle d clcthing, bu t at the m:.. :mer1t _ j, t  
s eems to  f i t  virtually anywhere bG tween the IO o.nd 17th century. , Just what or 
who the scene might pc.rtray I de nd know, but I 1-J:. uld gues s .  th:?:.� . .  .tl'l_f: _iqE)pJ;i,­
f�ca�ion with the k,�e s  cf Hic kathrift i s  o. relatively mcdern �;ccurrence .  

(C cntinued ::.. n ... p •IL�)  
� .- c c c 0 c 0 G C () 0 (.: ;:: .. C o c c  o ' c c . c c o c 

N 0 T E S A N D Q U . E  R I E S 

No . 75 : GHOSTS : 1 1 • • •  the hc.;:...· de d  mcnk whu o c c o. sicno.lly wo.lks the lane (Gy psy Lane ) 
t o.t night going fr�;m ' Bo.rmy C orner ' t .. · v.nrds the Bo.p t i s t s  Chnpel • • •  Anc-. 

ther myt h is · the white h;_;rse whi c h  cnce o. yer.• r g.J.ll�ps ncrc s s  the drive 
of the Old Rec tc ry from 1..re s t  t o  eo.s t,  c '�ntinuing in the direc tic;n of the 
one- time pub, The lfui te Horse • • • 11 (A History c·f Bro.dfield S t . Ge.:rge .Pt . I 
p . 4I, by L .A .  & D . W .Ave s , 1978 . ) 

•No�76 : TRAD ITION � The EA s t  Anglian or N o te s & Queries (New Series Vol. 4, I89Jl/2, 
p. 332 ) · tell s  • • •  1 1 He wur ·an old ·rno.n of 76 when he died, O.nd he co.ll to · 

mind right well how when ho help his father cut down trees at (Le t ton ) 
Hall , they used to to.ke bulle t s  out of the tree s ,  and they s aid they 
were the remJ.ins of o.n old war in Norfolk . His fat her too . used to tell 
about t he old dykes o.t Reymers ton o.nd He rdingho.m, how thoy were the re­
mains of tho.t so.me war. l'tr old gentlemnn 1 s fc.ther died c.t 97, and he 
told how there 1.-Jere tro.c es of bl o od in thos dykes , o.nd in c erto.in rains 
they ro.n c oloured . They called them there o.bou t t the bl::.:cdy we, ter dyke s . 1 1  

No. 77 � FORI'EANA � Qu.J ted from the buri.'J.l regis ter cf Kelsnle, SuffDlk : 1 1 1mo . d:.�m. 
I545 • • •  in j une wo.s borne c. wonder, o. mons ter, whos e  fo.tho r  wo.s Richard 
Bo.ldwey, of Kellsall . • • which c hilde from the Shclders upwarde has 
grcwenge two severo.ll neks wi th tvJo fayre heo.ds s tandinge upcn them • • • 

whose bodye was licke the L:rme and s hc,pe ::.f .21.1 ::.. ther C hildren . .. . 11 
No . 78 � HIDDEN TREASURE : Fr:.:cm Rcbert Reyce 1 s  Brevio.ry : 1 1 1 have heo.rd that in o.n.­

cient time there vro.s a mine cf gdd oare abcut Ba.nke tcn (Bo.c tc.n, Suffolk ) 
in Hertismere hundred, but the experience of this chyly s e  muc h  cc.ntr­
o.rying the so.me ,  mo.de me e t:::: re ceive it but as imprc bo.ble henr sny . "  

N c . 79 :  GHOST � Eo.ther 1 s  Bo.rn skcd in Debenho.m, Suffolk, until it wo.s demolished 
in 1859 . The c o t to.ge which s k :... d next d;..,-::r (and s t ill s tcmds ) i s s n id k 
be haunte d by 1 1 o.n old w;..:mo.n dre s se d in white wi th(m t nn heo.d" , (A Sh�· rt 
His tcry � f  Debenho.m, by P . Heyw;: cd, (1977 ) ,  p . I3 .  

N o . 80 : TRAD ITION : In the church of S t . Nichvlo.s , Bradwell,  Nc:-rf;::.,lk, can be s e en 
D. monument to a cerktin Wil lio.m Ve sey, whc died in 1664. Upcn this o.re 
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the lmeeling effigie s  of his twc wiffes , each with a c hild, h::.d he him­
self be tween them. Bel:.::,w, in t.he l :...;we r s e c t i �'n 'er 1 predelln 1 ,  a.re the 
image s of his o ther five children, f our lme ding d::tughte rs o.nd a s on 
who lies rather s'tiffly upon hi s side ,  .The hi s tc ria.n Alfrl3d Suckling 

knew full well that .the boy wa.s s imply a. vic tim of on e arly death but, 
he said, "villager tr:::.dition rel::ttes that this group prtr:::.ys the dis­
c overy by his f.:mr Sis ters of an infant brcther, who had s traye d from 
his home o.nd wo.s lcs.t in Bro.dwell wo::.�d . "  

N o .Sill : GHOST : We s t  of Hildenhc.ll i s  the Eliz abe than Womil Hall , ::nee haunted 
by a. female gho s t tha t  al s c  wandered o.lcng a. path tc the we s t, pas t a 
s pot calle d T hremil or Fremel � Nearby wos a plantation called MOndes , 
where c hildren w::uld play a game cf dashing in and cut of the trees , 
crying, " One , two, three , Old Lady &tynb;::;w can ' t  catch ine ! 1 1 Eliz abeth 
RD.inb0w wa.s the cousin cf Henry Warner, wh0 buil t the ho.ll, and it is 
pre sumably her ghos t that  haunted t he area . 

No . 82 : TRADITION : Allan J obscn, in his hx k  Suffclk Villo.ge s ,  (I97I, p . I42 ) ,  
wri te s ; 1 1 Sad k relate a v illage legend has i t  that there a.re no prim­
roses in Cockfield, nei t her will they thrive if planted . They were once 
plentiful, but 1.1hen the place was depc pula.ted by the pla.guw, they c,lso 
c aught the infe c tion and die d, no r h:we the flc uri shed s ince that time ." 

� o c c o ooooooooo o c o o o oo o o o o oo o o o o o cEXCHANGE MA.GAZ INES c 0 oo:: ;:_. c c c o o c c. �: c c c. oooc :::ooc o oooooo 

g S KYWA TCH : Inf ormal j ournal of UFO dis cus sion . Enquiries to Dnvid Rees, 92 Hill- § 
g cre s t Road, Offerton, Stockpcrt, C he shire . SK2 5SE . g g ·ANCIENT 1'1YSTERIES : The j ournal of ge cma.ncy, L;,st k.'1cwledge and ancien t enigmas . g 
g Published by the Ins titute of Ge (·.ma.ntic Research (IGR) . Annual Sub : £3 , 75 . g g Overseas· �9, airmail $I2 . 5 0 .  From Nigel Pennick, I42 Pheasant Rise, Bo.r Hill, c 
9 Cambs . CB3 8SD . S 9 THE LEY HUNTER :  U . K .  r s  lending j ournal of Earth 1'1fs terie s .  Annual Sub : £3� 60 ;  

0g g Europe £4. 50 ;  overseas airmo.ll Sai . 50 .  Frcm (note ne w address ) T . L . H .  Box I3, 
g Welshpool, Pow.ys,  Wale s .  , g g ZETETIC SCHOLAR : An inde pend::tnt scientific review of claims · of ancmnlie s and g 
g t he paranormal . Publis hed twice yearly, annual sub . $I5 . 00 from the Editor, g 
g Marcello Truz zi, Dept . of S ociology, Ea s tern 11ichigon Univers ity, Ypsila.nti, o 
g . Michigan (J3I97, USA . . , § g FORTEAN TIMES : A quarterly j ournrtl �;f news ,  n c t e s ,  revie ws a.nd refer�nces on g 
g current and hi s k rical s tr2ngo phenomena., related subj ects  and philosophies .  o 
g E di ted' by R. J . M. Rickard; annual sub £4. 00/ffiiO . OO from 9/I2 S t . · Anne s C ourt, g 
g London, WI . . 
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TOM HICKTHRIFT - THE NORFOLK GIANT (C �ntinued from p. I3 ) 
Now, wha t about th�se odd carvings upcn the c offin-lid? (See dno.wing on p ) 

They are done in relief, and muc h  wea the red, but all the de s igns can s till be 
seen qui te clearly; which i s  m�re than c a.n be said fQr the days of Weever e t  al, 
since they c onsis tently mention �nly one 1 1 rcund cross upon a s taff . "  This is 
what Blomefield (4) ,  had to s ay on the subj ect : " • • •  the cross, s�id to be a .  re­
pre sentation of the cart-wheel, is a cross-pattee on the summit of o s tatfwhich 
s taff is s tyled an axle- tre e ; such crosses- pa.ttee . on the he ad of a s tnff, were 
�mplems , or tokens, that some Knight Templar was therein interred, and many 
such. O.re to be seen nt  this da.y in old churche s . "  One o r  two antiquaries agreed 
wi th this observation, and Gomme (32 ) even wen t  so far us to s peak of " one Hick­
ifric, suppo sed to be n. Knight Templar1! l However, 11 • • •  the re is no evidence that 
the crosses pat tee deno te a Templar grave" . (3I ) The central design, the four 
·curving arms, 1 1 i t  has been sugge sted were intended to represent the scarves or 
infulae attached to processional cros s e s . From the s hape of this device the 
cumbrous name of ' Omega- slabs ' has be en given to them, and their area. of dis t­
ribution • •• sugges ts tha t  they were products from the Midland (Barna.ck ) qua.rries11 • 
{33 } This Omega. pn. t t e rn  is ,  apparently, quite commcn in eas tern England.  

If we assume that neither the ln!r-ge c offin, the lid,-- or the grD.ni te slab 
ac tually held or c overe d the remains of · a legendary giant, then just who ·did 
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they hold or cover? A s  far us t he coffin and the slab go, surely we cnn never 
know; but what abou t  the elaborate lid? Kelly 1 s  Direc tory of I925 (I7 ) , says the 
t omb is of 11 • • •  the Saxon giant Hycathrift, who a c comp:mied Richard Coeur de Li­
on on the crusade s • .  This is almos t  as bad ns claiming Tom to have been a Knight 
Templar, bu t at leas t i t  gives us u clue . Then Hillen (8 ) , gives us a re asonable 
name to go with the coffin-lid :"Probably the t omb is that  of Sir Frederick de 
Tylney, who wns renowne d for his great s treng t h  and s tature . He wns knighted by 
Richard I,  whil st fighting in the Holy Lnndo Though killed at Acre ,  the knights 
body was brought home for interment . "  If we put Kelly 1 s  a.nd Hillen 1 s  remarks 
toge ther, we ge t the re sul t Hickuthrift = Sir Frederick de Tylney ; but i t  isn ' t  
a s  s imple as that ! 

· 

In nbou t 1814 Sir Franc is Pal grave (29 ) writes  : " Mr .  Thomas Hicktl thrift, af­
terwards Sir Thomas Hickuthrift, knight, is  praised by Mr4 Thomas He�rne as n 
'famous champion ! .  The - hone s t  an tiquary hns identified this well-known knigh t 

wi th the far less c e le brated Sir Frederick de Tylney, Baron of Tylney in Nor­
folk, the anc e s t or of the Tylney fo.mily, was wets killed a t  Aeon (Acre ) in Syria., 
in the reign of Richard Coeur de Lion . Hyc ophric or Hycothrift,  as the mister­
wight observes,  being probably a c orruption of Frederick . This happy exertion 
of e tymological acumen i s  not wholly due to He arne , who only adopted a hint 
given by Hr. Pe ter Le Neve , whilccme of the College of Arms . "  T�; this Gcmme (II ) 
added the comment " There does no t s e em tc  be the slightes t  evidence for Heo.rne 1 s  
identificat ion any m;;re than there is f:::r his phil0logicnl c::: nclusic...ns • • •  " 
Thomas Heurne lived from I678 to  I735 , whils t  P e t e r  Le Neve,  n prc-lific IJlld 
thorough antiquary, was born in I66I .:md die-d in I729 . I have ye t tc;, track 
down t he pre cise sources where either mentL:: ns Hicknthrif t .  Alt hough the e tymc­
lcgical trunsfc rmo. tion of ' Frederic k ' into ' Hicknthrif t ' (or a variant ) is in­
de.ed suspect  to  sny the leas t,  perhaps it sh:::uld be no t e d  that there is some 
superficial resemblance : 1 1Frederick - Old German Frithuric , a c omp:: und of 
frithu ' pe nce ' and ric

. 
' ruler ' • • •  o c c a s L ; nnl ly f2UJ;:td in �he 12th century� but (;n 

the whole uncGmm-.;n unt�l the I7th c entury . "  (34) Accc rd�ng t:::· C amden (3 5 ) , Fred- .• 

erick is a very e arly name , " which hnth been now o. long time a ch:dstian name 
in the ancient family cf Tilney, and lucky to their hou se as t hey repcrt . "  

(C ont inued on P .  19 ) 
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CAMBRIDGESHIRE ANC IENT MYSTERIES + 
+ 

The Co.mbridge shire Anc ient lvlfsteries Group was s e t  up in A pril thi s  year + 

by the Ins titut e of Ge omantic Re s e arch, t o  s tudy ol l aspects  of ancient + 

mys teries in the new county of C ambridge s hire and its  we s t e rn borders - + 
Northamptonshire, Bedfordshire & Hertf o rds hire . C1\MG s tlidies all aspects  + 

od ancient IlW!S teries including ancient trnckways, leys and landsco.pe ge.':.'- + 
me try, sac red geography . old h:mndaries , sacred ge ome t ry ,  c rient'lti:::n, IllDrk- + 

s t one s and cr(., s s e s ,  locnl l::::ore and pagan surviv:1ls .  CAMG publishes the + 

quarterly maga z ine Gf.!:MBRIDGESHI RE ANC IENT HYSTE RIES, the first  issue of + 

which is due Surnrner I98I, in which the late st  ac tivities o.nd discoveries  + 
of the Gr�up nre reported . 

· + 

Three papers ho.ve be en i s s ued t o  mark the launching :::. f t he Gr .. up : + 

WANDLEBURY l'1YSTERIES by Nigel Pennick.  THE CAMBRIDGE 7 CHURCH IEY (::.lsc  by + 
Nigel ) · and PRECHRISTIAN GEOMNCY by J u s ef Heins c h ( 'rr:J..Dslated by Michael + 

Behrend .  � A5 litho fc-rmc.t, t he s e  papers repre sent excellent v alue :tt 25p  + 

eo.ch (inclUding p(.,s tago ) .  + 

For the se three , publ i c a t i ons , the fir s t  is sue :md de tails cf CAVJBRIDGE-
+ 

SHIRE ANCIENT MYSTERIES, "  or details d the Ins t i tu te :::.:f Ge cm::�.ntic Re search, + 

pleo.se write (wit h  n Si1E ) to I42 Pheasm1t Ris e ,  Bo.r Hill, Cambs, CB38SD . + 
+ 

+++ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
+ 

+ 
+ 

THE FIRST OF THE t NEW LOOK ' Lii.NTERNS WILL BE OUT IN OCTOBE R I<j8I - DONT MISS IT . 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
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J_ JJ// P R E C 0 G N I T  I 0 N. ///// · Quite a l o t  of pe o ple t hink that ani-

///// . . ///// mal s - I use t he word in the 1- ide s t sense 
/////////////// I N  ////////1/

_
J

_
JJ/ can fore tell c oming events , generally of a 

////////// //////// disas trous nature . It would appear - tha t 
////////// A N  I M A L S ,//////1// the re is s ome subs tance in this belief, as 
////////// . - ///////// the f oll owing example s uill show. 

To s tar-t wi th ,an Eas t A nglian case,  c once rning the earthquake of A pril 22nd 
I884, which did s o  muc h damage in Essex. A man who live d  in JV.lalson wrote a le t­
ter t o  the :Local paper, s igned wi th a pseudonym, in whic h he s ta te d  tha t  his 
bees suddenly ceased working before the shock occurred, remaining torpid while 
it -was on, and did no t be c ome no rmal until af t e r  it had pas se:d .  Cat tle were 
seen to · be lying close t oget he r, ins tead of be ing s ca t t ere d  as t hey usually 
are :, for s everal days before the s hock . There was an un-na tural absence of fis;h 
in all the rivers on the H i s t  of A pril ; and no birds itJere he ard t o  s ing until 
the ' quake had pas sed .  (I ) 

. During World \-Jar II, at  We s tmins t e r  C entral Warden 1 s P o s t , much a t tenti on 
was paid to the be havi our of " Bl i t z n ,  t he black c at mas c o t . On the night of the 
great fire raid of May IO/II, I94I, he s uddenly took a flying leap and landed 
smack in the middle of t he officer ' s  In- tray . A fter tho.t t he re was li t tle dou­
bt that t he re  would be a big ai r- raid , as indeed the re was .  (2 ) 

During t hat s ame war, a gentleman and his f riend wen t t o  s e e.  a perf o rmance 
of S i r  Edward Germans opera, 1 1Herrie England" . In the c ourse of this , t he ac t­
re s s who plays t he par t  of J ill All-alone , has t o  s ing a song holding a ca t in 
her arms . A placid type of animal would , of c ours e ,  be c ho s en in such a cas e , 
bu t they notic e d  t hat during the s ong t he ca t became more and more exci ted, un­
til s he rea c he d  such a s tate that t he a c t re s s  had gre a t  difficulty in re s train­
ing her until the song 1-va s finished, S hortly af ter this a german V-2 rocke t  
fell not far from the theatre . (J ) 

The r;tight before t he great San Franci s c o e arthquake of I906, a j ounalist ,  
Jame s .H. Hoppe r, was wal king home when h e  heard a sudd en s hrill s cream from a 
hor s e _ in a ne arby livery s table . He as ked a s tableman, who was s tanding in the 
doorway, wha t was the mat ter, and he repl i e d  that he didn ' t  !mow, but tha t the 
horse s seeme d  to be re s tle s s that nigh t . As s i s tant Fire C hief John C ondon S r . , 
was awakene d by the fidge t ing of the hhors e s  quar tere d below his bedro om, those 
of a weal thy c i ti zen, C harle s Haggie , s tar te d t o  sno rt and fre t .  Fat her C ho.rles 
Ramm was al s o awakene d by the barking of d ogs in the c i ty ' s  dog pound which was 
s ome dis tance away from his home . ( 4) 

In the D aily Mirror of April 2nd, I960, there was an article By Be t tie Tay, 
in which she· asked t he que ation, " Do o.nimol s have a six th s ense?"  It was a bi t 
deficient in mat te r, bu t s he did s ay that offic ials of an animal pro tec tion S O­
c ie ty reported that before the Agadir ·earthquc.ke of t ha t  ye ar, animal s in the ir 
charge s tarted howl ing , leaving t he build ing hurriedly and ge nenclly running 
amok . S he quo ted the t e s t imony of ve t s  \·Iho s ay that such behav i our in animal s 
was due t o t he ir hav ing a more acute sense of he aring than human beings . They 
migh t in this case hear slight premoni t o ry  s hock before a big ' quake,. al though 
i t  is odd that no human beings no ticed any, bu t it c er tainly would not explain 
t he 1 1 Merrie England" c os e , as V-2 ' s  did no t make any sound . 

References � 
(I ) • 

(2 ) . 
(J l .  
(4) . 

P e t e r  Haining : The gre a t  English E ar t ho uake , 1976 ; p . I40 �  
Ric hard C oll ier : The C i ty That Wouldn ' t Die , I967, p . 5 6 .  
Unfortuna tely I have mi slai d  the refe renc e t o  this c as e . 
Gordon Thomas & Max Horgan-\·Ji t t s : Earthquake � The Des tru c t ion of San 
Francisco . I98I, pp S4/55 . _ 
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U. f.O. 
I l l S . . .  

A CEIII NEAR WOODBRIDGE? 
Early in February this year I 

he ard from my friend and as s ociate , 
Brenda Butle r, about an all eged UFO 
landing and CE3 near woodbridge in Su­
ffolk. We arranged t o  me e t and vis t 
the area, and our intitial v i s i t  t o ok 
place on We dne sday, February 18, I98I . 

Brenda told me of wha t  s he knew at 
that time ; namely that s he had heard 
f rom s eve ral pe ople vho cl aimed 'btb 
have Wi tne s s e d  a UFO landing in Rendle­
s ham Fore s t  s ome t ime around the begin­
ning of January thi s ye ar . S he had 
v e ry  l i ttle inf o rina ti on re gard ing the 
s igh tihg at this time , - save that . an 
o bjec t wi th t hree le gs t oge the r v.ri th 
' enti t ie s ' who appe ared to be doing 

s ome t hing _ t o  the craf�, had be en s e en 
and that she had al s o he ard that c omm­
unic ation had been made be twee n the se 
' e nt i t ie s ' and personell from the near­
by USAF ba se a t  RA F  Ben b.ra ters . 

On February I8th, Brenda and I went 
t o  the air-base and made an appointment 
to s ee the Base C ommander .  Whilst we 
we r

'
e talking t o  his sec re tary and ar­

r anging t o  see the c ommander, we men­
tioned that the s ight ing took place in 
Junuary, t o  which the the secre tury re­
plie d  (without prompt ing ) " The beginn­
ing of J anuary? 11 When He c onfirmed 
that t his was s o ,  s he se eme d more de­
te rmined f or us t o  s e e the C ommande r -
whom la ter thut say we d id s e e . 

The C ommunder asked us for s ome 
f o rm of identifica tion . I sho\,re d him 
my BUFORA m�mbership c ard, bu t he ob­
v i ously did no t ac cept i t ,  and he s uid 
that wit hou t proper indent r_fica t i on 
he c ould not s oy  any thing . A s we told 
him whut we knew of t he s igh ting he 
t old u s ,  smiling all the time ,  tha t he 
didn ' t  know anything abou t i t . He t hen 
aske d  us if we we re going to cont inue 
our inv e s t igation. I replie d  ye s .  Wha t 
would we do wi t h  our info rmati on, he 
asked. I s aid 1-Je woul d do the s ame a s 
them - file i t  1 

A l t h ough t he Ba se C ommader would 
no t say any thing c once rning the repo rt,  

we lef t his offic e wi th the dis tinc t 
impre s s ion he kne w far more than he 
was ·  s aying . 

We then went to par t of the for­
e s t where the land ing had allegedly 
taken plaue , bu t we saw no t hing out 
of t he ordinary . 

Several - days later, Brenda he ard 
f rom a man .  He refused to give he r his 
name , bu t said that the report wa s  
true and gave her direc tions a s  to  
hovJ to ge t t o  the s i te vhe re the ob­
j e c t had landed . A t  a la te r  da te , this 
wi tne s s  s aid that he had been t old to 
s peak t o  no-one abou t the s ig hting -
and la ter s till he denied all kno� 
le dge of i t t 

On Februo.ry 24t h, Brenda and I 
de c ide d to pay ano ther visi t to Ren­
dle s ham Fore s t  in an a t tempt to loc­
a te the landing s i te us ing t he dir­
e c tion given to us by t he anonymous . 
calle r . Unfor tunatel , owing to the 
fact  that t he direc tions were s ome­
wha t vague , we c ould no t locate t he 

· pl ac e . Finally we wen t t o  the Fore s t ry  
C ommi s s i on office i-Jhe re we had a n  in­
t ere s ting c onversat i on wi th the man on 
du ty � He t old us tha t he had been wor­
king in the office on January Is t , when 
a man walked in and s aid that he had 
j u s t  been talking to a farme r who , on 
De cembe r 29, 1980, had heard a very 
loud noise whic h had f rightened his 
nnimo.l s . The farmer al s o  snid that at 
the so.me t ime the c.rea around h i s  fa.,. 
rm had been ill umintaed by a very 
brigh t , whi te lig ht . He (the farmer )  
t hen tele phone d RAF vJoodbridge wh o 
sent men out t o  inve s t igat e . The wbole 
e pi sode , he said, l a s t e d  about 4 hours . 

Unfortunately, no one s eems t o  
know who t his farmer is - nnd we hD.ve 
he nrd tha t  he has been t ols (pre s uma­
bly by the s e curity pe ople at the air­
base ) not to s ay anything about wha t  
happene d . We have nls o bee n unable t o  
trac e the man wh o t:)ld this s t ory t o  
the Fore s t ry C ommi s s ion empl oye e . 

While we we re in t he office ,  an­
o ther f ore s t� wo rke r c ame in and told 
u s tha t  hi s wife ' s friends Husband had 
als o seen a UFO on tho.t s ame night ; 
:md that hi s  ac c ount tied-in 1-ri t h  t ha t  
o f  o t her wi tne s s e s . He t he n shJ wed us 
o n  a map e:imc tly vJhe re the whole inc i­
dent was suppo se d to have happened, 
he al so so.id that his men had been 
righ t through that par t of t he fores t 
but had no t se en any thing untow1.rd -
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al though i t  is worth noting that s ince 
the inc ident tre e-felling has taken 
plac e in that part of t he fore s t . 

After leaving the Fore stry C ommis­
sion office , we went to talk to pe ople 
living in the immediate area . A t  one 
farm house we were told that the re si­
dents had be en visi ted by 2 men on Jan­
uary I s t ,  who had as ke d the same que s t­
ions as us . One of these  two unidenti­
fied vis itors al so mentioned that they 
had interviewe d  Fore s t � C ommission 
workers . The peo ple at thmi farm al so 
t old us that they had heard that some­
thing had happened tha t  night on the 
ai r-bas e bomb disposal s i te whic h is 
nowhere near the s i t  pointed out to us 
by the Fore s t� C ommi s s ion man . At al l 
the o ther house s  we v i s te d  everyone el s e  
s aid that they knew no t hing of the re­
p o rt . 

All though I am s till inve stigat­
ing thi s re port - wi t h  al l the pie ce s 
of information gleaned s o  far, t he ne­
count of the sighting s eems to be a s  
f oll ows : 

�++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
t NOW AVAILABLE ! t 
t Fortean Time s Occasional Paper ! 
t No . I g ! + + 
t 'W I 1 D M A IP t 
t + 
t A C ompendium of information on + 
t the C hine se e quivalent of t he Ye ti! 
t and Bigf6o t .  Three articles neW- t 
t ly (and expensively ) transla ted t 
t from the C hine se for the first 

t t time, wi th e xplana tory ma terial 
t and critical apparatus . Include s f 
t ne w pho t ographs , I2 illus trations 

t t and mons ter-pic tures from old + 
t C hine se . books . + 
t Mhin contents g :j: :j: +.A C hallenge to S cience : The �s- :j: 
t te ry of the Wildman. * I wi tnes- t 
t sed a 'Wildmnn ' mother & child in:j: 
t t he C he s tnut fores t .+ D oe s the :j: + Flying Sau c e r  e xis t .  + 
+ £ I  eo eh (inc . p. & p. ) • From ; 9/I2 :j: 
:j: St Anne s C ourt, London, WI . :j: 
+ + + ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

On the evening of Dec ember 28th, I980, a farmer living ne ar Rendle snam For­
est  wa s  woken up by his re s tle s s  cattle . He '<Jent ou t s ide to s e e  wha t wa s  wr"**g 
wi th t hem and noticed that the sky was li t-up as bright as day . At the same 
time he heard a loud and unusual noise unlike that of any aircraf t  (living next 
to an operat ional ai r-base he is ve ry familiar wi th the s ound s of aircraft ) .He 
c ontac ted RAF Woodbridge/Bentwo. te rs vJho se nt out se curi ty men t o  inve st igate . 
The fo.rmer then be came aware of an obj e c t ,  seemingly in s ome sort of trouble, 
hovering over the fore s t .  When the se curi ty men arrived, they too saw the ob­
j ec t  and they c ontac ted the bas e  who acknowledge d by sending more pers onnel 
out .  By t his time the obj e c t  had lande d and three ' entitie s ' ,  surrounded by a 
whi te glow, were seen floating around the ' craf t ' whic h  s tood on thre e legs 
s ome JO fe e t  apart . The se ' entitie s ' appe ared to be doing s omething to their 
craft.  I t  is said that some sort of communicat ion t ook plac e be tween the base 
pers onnel and the 1 entitie s 1 and that the former were ins truc t e d  to l e ave the ir 
weapond be hind and to as s ist i-li t h  t he damaged c raft (One rep0rt sugge s ts that 
t h e  craft �s, i n  fac t, removed to the air-b2se ) .  While this wn s  happening a 
member of the p ' blic witne ssed it all, and what he says ties in wi th rep()rts 
f rom o ther witnesse s .  The incident lasted abou t four hours, and we have al so 
been t old tha t  durine; t hi s  period there were r;mwer failure s  in the area . Be­
cause of the involvement of the Britisfjl Gove rnment, all of t he witne sses  ¥Tho 
intially c ontac ted us (some of them were ai r-base personnel ) now refuse to 
talk further - and one wi tne s s  has ac tually denied any knowledge of the inci­
den t .  They say that t hey have been told t o  keep quiet and fe ar for their j obs 
if they do no t .  I myself know one of the i-Ji tne s s e s  pers onally and can vouch 
for his hone s ty - but even he now refuses t o  dis cuss t he inc ident . For �bvious 
reason I have not reve aled the name s uf any wi tnes se s . 

On February 18 th Bre ndo. Butler ' ph:.:med t he Hinis t ry  of Defence o.h:mt this 
incident and was told. t o  i-lriae . She later re c e ived a reply t o  her le tte r, in 
whic h the l.JOD denied any Jr..nowledge of the incident and they s aid t hat they were 
unable to give any further info rmo.tion .  

D o t . S tree t  
EDITO R ' S  NOTE � A s renders will no dbubt ho.ve re D.li sed, Dot i s  now a c t ively in­
ve s tigating UFO ' s  on be half of the BS IG nnd BUFORA e She c an be c:.··ntac ted by Tel­
ephone on Lowe s tof t  (0502 )  84606 . 
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TOM HICID\THRIFT : The Norfo lk Giant . (C ontinued from P .I5 ) 

But exac tly who was this Sir Frede ri ck, and what i�luence has he had UP­
on the growth of the Hickathrif t legend? Blomefield (4) mentions an anc ient bo­
ok which had onc e bel onged - t o  Sir Fre derick de Tilney, and which in 1727. was 
in the hands of the before-mentioned P e t er le Neve , Bl omefield took his extra­
c t  from Weever (I ) , and thi s  was as far as I c ould go. for quite s ome time � Now 
I have found that �Jeever probably obtained his information from Hakluyt ' s  16th 
c entury 'English Voyage s '  (36 ) ,  where he says � " Thi s booke pertained in "time s 
past unto Sir Frede ri ck Tilney, of Bos t on, in the C ountie of Linc olne , who was 
knighted at Aeon (Ac re � in the land of Jurie , in the. t,hird yeere of the re igne 
of King Richard the firs t, A .D . II92 . This knigh t  was of a tall s ta ture , and 
s trong of body, who re s te t h  interre d wi th,  h;Ls forefathe r at Tirrington (sic ) , 
neere unto a towne in l'1nrs hland calle d by his own name Tilney . The j us t he ight 
of this lmight is the re kept in safe cus tody until this ve ry day . 1 1 I have yet 
t o  figure out j us t  what  this la s t  sentence means ! Confusion se ts in once more 
when we no tic e . that Hillen, Palgra,ve and Hee (37 ) ,  say tha

·
t Sir Frede.rick was 

slain at t he s €:ige of A cre and hi s body' grough t home, whil s t  Hakluyt (or rath­
e r  the ' Tilney Book ' ) , C ox, Thompson(38 ) and Rye c.ls o co.suclly add that he was 
s aid to have been buried o.t Terrington S t . J ohn in

_
II89, that i s ,  two y� o.rs be­

fore he even fought 1 But whenever �tnd however lre di ed, :i,f he wc. s buried o.t 
Terring ton, then the Tilney c offin-lid co.nno t be his . In fo.c t ,  Dr; Bu tler of 
Le eds University (JI ) says th.::tt this lid is o. mid--I2th ce ntury st one . o.nd un-

. likely to be o.s lo. te o.s the I I90s . 
. 1 1 The fo.mil t of Tilney11 , s o.y s  Thomps on (�8 ) ,  is of Normo.n o rigin, but · de­
rive s its ncJne frcim the Town of Tilney, in the c ounty of Norfolk, and w::cs · one 
· of the mos t  wcient of knight s 1 degre e in En:gl':'.nd11 • The firs t of the family 
was one Frodo (shade s of Tolkien ! ) who c ::tme to t hi s  c oun t ry  j us t before ' the 
C onque � t, and held many lordshups in th is area .: His br ot her Baldwin lnter c ::tme 
to be third Abbo t of Bury S t .  Edmunds, wh il s t  his gre ::ct-grands on was the Sir 
Frederick involved here . He was, says Thompson, " • • •  a man of more tho.n • ordin-

. ary s trength and s tc.ture, ·and h:1d his c hief res idenc e o.t Bo s ton . He o. t t ended · 
King : Ric hard I, anno II90, int o  the Holy Land, wns wi th him o.t the sEiige of A­
c on (Acre ) ,  where he ' i s  said to have perf o rmed prodigie s of · v2lour, :1nd via s 
tho re.' knighted for hi s serv ic e s • • •  1 1 I c an find no rGc ord or c onfi rm:tt ion of 
hi� · burio.l at Terring ton, I c ould say the s::tmE; t hing wi th regard t o  �ilney • .  

Wherever he was interred, I find i t  more thnn :t s trnnge c oincidence that suc h 
o. relatively small area of the Norfolk Mctrs hland should hold both the tradi­
tion s of a powerful, heroic giant £illQ. t he memory ' of o.n ac tual; his toric ally 
large man fo.mGd for his s tature , his s treng th, o.nd his11 Prodigie s of vo.l ouf � "  

Even the mo s t  incredible legend has o. b::tsis of t ruth behind i t , and in my 
opinion Sir Frc� erick de Tilney i s  the basis upon which t he c ho.r.nc ter and tra­
di tions of Tom Hic ko.thrift have grown . Thi s ideo. ho.s however been long ignored 
in favour of o ther explanations . John �Jeever (I ) ,  dre vJ o. parall el b_e tween Tom ' s  
defeat of the

. 
landlord ' s forc e s ,  .:md the exploits of o. Scat n::tmed R.·w, ' fore­

bear of the Earls of Errol . A pparently, in the year 942, Ho.y and his two sons 
c ::tme upon o. bo.ttle be tween the Scots  and the Danes, and t o  spur on the fo.int­
heo.rte_d S c o t s ,  took up o.n ox-yoke or ::, plough-beam .�md waded into the fray, dri­
ving the Dane s off in dismay, to the gre ater g�ory of King Kenneth III of S c o t-
land . How true this tale is I don 1 t  know,' bu t t he po.r � llel with Hicko.thrift is 
obvious . 

· Mille r  and Ske.rtc hly ( IJ ) voice n • • • the opinion of s ome of the people of 
Mo.r,shland that the s t ory is J.llegoric.ccl ,  . tho.�t t he giant -vrhom Hicko.thrif t sub­
dued repre sents the seo., . the wh;;el :1nd axle, thb weapons for banking it out,  
o.nd that the n::cme nf Hioko.thrift i s  derived from ' Hi tch r o.nd ' Thrive ' ; .the hero 
t hen, was some early enclo ser of the Fens who becn.me p�.Ywerful by c ontinu -::.lly 
moving his banks further out • • •  " The l ::ts t sentenc e be :1rs thinking c-bout, The 
e tymology of Hic kathrift above I find dubious,  bu t I 1 11 re turn to t ho. t  in o. 
minu te . 

· 

Perho.ps the fo.vouri te the ory ho. s been that Tom the gio.nt i s  simply · nno ther 
form of the c.ncient Sun-god .  Dut t (40 ) ,  who thouc; h t  lit tle ::>f t he idea, tells us 

19 . 



that " • • •  there are 1 nuthori tie s 1 ,  m::tde mad by too muc h l le arning� whi) vJouJ.:d 
have us believe tha t Hicknfric driving along in his cart is no thing more or 

· - le s s thun u form of the sun-god � ·  t ha t  the 'Wheels and the nxle nre the symbols 
of the sun .:::.nd its rc.ys ;  and that the great fight be tween Hicko.fric o.nd the in­
vader s of the Smeeth is symbolic of the sun drying-up the wo.ters of n gren t  

. ·  .f'lo od,. 11 Of this ilk wns T .c . Le thdridge (22 ) , who s pe culated thnt Tom was a 
Cel.tic god of t he Ic eni people, from hi s re s emblnnce to Tc.rani s t the thunderer t 
vThose symbol was the so.cred wheel, and who wD.s e quated \vit h both Mo.rs nnd Jup.­
iter. His ::>rigino1 no.me being f 0 rgo t ten, the S :J.xons then. culled him· Hic cnfri th, 
o. no.:me of Le thbridge 1 s  ::>vm invention, v.rhich ho s c,ys (with \·lhat j u s t ific o t i on I 
do not know) me ans 11 the trust of t he Hicco.s,  o r  Icenin . Le t hbridge d s o  dre dge s 
out of his own confused mind the no t ion that Tom wo.s " hum�mi sed in the Middle 
Age s int o o. man \-rho fought a Done • • •  n A D 2ne ? Th1.lt sounds like the S c o tsman 
Hny if anybody.. Gomme (II )  c0mpo.re s Tom 1 s exploi ts wi th those of the �-co.ndinn.­
v i c.n hero Gre t tir the S trong, and co.me up wi th s 0me p"ro.llels thn t  o.re only 
superficial at bes t .  

Let ' s  ge t bo.ck t o  the que stion of T om ' s  no.me . For n s tar t , " Thomas is 
. f ound in Engh:.nd before the Norman conque s t only as a prie s t ' s  no.men · (34) , so 

he and his fathe r cannot have been born, as the c ho pbooks SD.y, n in t he re ign 
before t-Jillinm the C onquerer11 • But his surname i s  a very different mo.t tm-r ; i t  
i s  certainly unusual ! S o  far I ho.vo c ome o.cros s I7 diffe.rent versi ons of Hick­
athrif t ,  including Hikifrick, Hikifrike , Hie-ko.- t hrif t ,  Hyc ophric , Hic ifric , 

' Icklethrift ru1d Hyc a t hrif t . One would expe c t ,  in c ommon a dialec tal us age , n 
transpo sition of those final c onsonants ; thu s ,  Hicko.thrif t i.Jould be come Hic ko.-

. f rith - but c..pctrt from Le thbridge 1 s invented ' Hic co.fri t h ' ,  this ho.s no t o c c­
urre d .  The printed version which, oven a s  fo.r back .:1s the Pepysio.n chapbc ok, 
wo.s ' Hicko.thrif t 1 ,  mus t  have exerte d 1r1ide influence . A derivat Lm from ' Hi t c h ' 
and ' Thrive ' I find untenable , but I c an offer lit tle in place of i t �  If we 
to.ke the syllabl e s  s eperately; wr.s. have f ir s t  t o  deal with the s tem ' Hfck.- ' er 
' Ic k.- ' 1  whic h  i s  o. cuns tant . If it does �. riginde wi th the tribo.l nnme ' Iceni ' 

· it would be o. rare survival inde e d .  Perhaps ' hick ' ,  _ a  by-fo rm c.f ' Rich ard ' ,  
me aning a fcimer o r  c ount ry mo.n ; e r  ' hycgnn ' , Old Engl i sh fe r ' think I ;  or per­
haps i t  i s  O .. E .  ' ic (,  meaning ' I ' .  Then again, • Hicel ' ,  ' Ic el ' , ' Yccel l and 
' Ica ' o.re all well-o.tte s ted imglv- s nxcn personal no.mes . · 

A s  fer the second syllable , _ t hrif t I '  er '-frick I ' .  how Q.bcut OE 'Pryc c on I : 
' cpre s s  r ;  ur maybr OE ' fro.e c r � ' bold, glu t t c,ne s s r ;  ;..;r ' fre cne r : ' terrible r ,  or 
even perhaps OE Yrne c 1 frcm Old N0rse }brekr ' g ' fcrc e ,  c ourag e ' .  The p:- s sibil­
i ties are -vroll-nigh endle s s ,  but the j us tification f '-.: r  any cf them, in ony c c,m­
buno. tion, is tenuou.s • .  It i s ,  I think, be st tc s imply .'lc c e pt the name Hicko.-
t hrift o.s curi ous� and leave i t  o.t that . 

· 

Tc ruu.n.d i t  al l up then, this is whe t  I believe k be the c onvc luted � ri­
gin of the legend .:_;f Tom Hicko.thrif t : First cf o.ll we hc,ve Sir Frederick de 

. ·Tilney, a gi.::mt of a m.::m vJith greo.t s treng t h ;  a knight uhc perfc rms " pr� digies 
c·f v::tlour1 1 ;  and m: s t  impc:rt2nt c·f all ,  a s t ri:ng L cal : identity .  A l th c ugh his 
mcdn home is ut Bc s kn, perho.ps he i s  re s pons ible f � -r the embonking cf vo.ric'US 
mo.r�he s ,  .::md perhaps he even c hc.mpiuns the vilb.gers in n di spute with their 

· l andlo rd ever c ;,;mmcn- right s .  When he die s ,  maybe in bo.t t l e ,  he is buried very 
c l o se t�) home , o.nd the memory , of hi s s ta ture and val::;ur d;.;es nG t fade . Af ter 
c.. time , the ' wicked landh.rd 1 is o.l tered in popub.r imagino.t ic.n, wi th the nid 
of the cho.pbcuks, into on evil giant whc menace d the 1'-hrshb.nd, and S ir .' Fre d­
erick bec ome s bec ome s  Hick:J.thrif t ,  tc clo battle 1--ri th him . O the r li t tie expl::: ­
i t s  o.re c..dded from time to time,  some . prcbo.bly h.::rrcwe d  from e the r cho.mpicns, 
and some from the s tock uf legend current amcng the S co.ndo.no.vb.n pe oples, 'Whc 

. have a s trong inheri tanc e in this o.re o. .  As Tdlden�4I ) might pu t i t, Tcm, Hey, 
Gre t tir, Sir Frederick and all the adventures adhering t>J them, o.re pu t into 
the P o t  o.nd s tirred well int o  the mythcL.:;gicd soup . There is a lo.rge m�:und 
or burial barrow ' neo.rb;y, o.nd like mru1y such s:l.tes, the f:.:lk think it hollow 
and name i t  the ' Gi�nt ' s Grave ' .  vfuo se gro.ve is i t  though? Well i t  c an ' t  be 
T om ' s  because he 1 s  burie d o.t Tilney - or vias it Terring t on? S o  it mus t  be the 
grave of the evil gio.nt that Tom killed, nnd . .  l§ �o, . �ho.t mus t  be where his 
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cave s tood and where Tom later built his house . And of c ourse t here is 
ent cross on top, th�:1.t l ooks s omething like a candles tick, or when the 
has gone, like an old-fas hioned c ollar- s tud ! c.nd the re .2re others too, 
ney and Terrington, s o  that mus t  be Tom 1 s  ns well . One hns even got his 
marks in the top . 

an anci­
sh:\ft · 

at Til.:. 
finger-

At Walpole the li t tle figure on the church wall i s  notice d; �md who e l se 
c an i t  be but our hero Tom;  n monument to s ome thing he did there? Well we know 
he wns very fond of c hallenging all- comers to a game of football, nnd whoever 
he played agains t played dirty, kicking the ball o.t Tom l ike that, but mis s ing 
and shooting i t  s traight through the churc h wall . Knowing Tom, i t  wns probably 
Old Nick himself ! · 

By now, Sir Frederick and his place of burial are comple tely forgotten, 
but at Tilney, the huge coffin cilld t he carved lid are noticed - and j us t  l ook 
at those carvings ! If those. aren ' t  a pair of wheels and the axle be twe en them, 
well Ii!;l,l .en.t my hat l Blc.s t boy, this mus.t be old Tom 1 s  gro.ve , j us t look at the 
size of it ! · Then of c ourse , there 1 s  the . hole or patc h in the wall j us t  above 
i t ;  so thi s is where tha t  foo tball went to when he kicked it ou of sight ! 

F:rom such apparently unrelated obj e c t s  and i:rtcidents ,  I be le ive, the myth­
os of Tom Hickathrift .the giant has grown ; whilst o ther legendary theme s mny 
have crept in to eniarge -the tetle, to me-, Sir Frederiek de>Tilney is the like ... 

lie s t  .progenitor for Hickathrift ' s charac ter - a s trong man for a s trong myth. 
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CONTINUED FRON P • .3 : 
them from evil s pi rit s .  The s t ane be ars the ins cription : 

Elln Mors e , S e pt embe r  8 
M:lCCL1I 

aged XXXVII 
By thy C ro s s  and Pas sion 
By thy prec ious Deat h  
Good Lord delive r us . 

But Reg, D rake says the recent moving of the headstone s might mean thc. t the 
c ra s s t �  hc tion is no t due to Ella Mbrse at all - s ince the reorganisation of the 
s tape s , i t  is pos sible that - her cross is lying. on the grave of ano the r .  But Mr .  
S o.l"ldel1 pours c old w ter on any 'Eul�arthly s peculation, and feels the re i s  pro b­
o.bly · o.  s c ientific re as on behind the phenomenon . 

1 1 Tha re mus t be some thing behind it all,  some thing qui te s imple ; I don 1 t  be­

le ive for a moment that i t  is. gho s t s  e r  anything like that . 1 1  Bu t  he is sure 
· 

thnt the turning is no t due .to vandals • .  r r r t  is far too heavy t o  be moved by any­

one 1 1 ,  he s aicl . 1 1 The re is · na way I c an turn that s tone . 1 1 11 I  t hink the be s t  thing 

t o  do is ta vJD.i t, o.ncl see what happe ns • .  C ome back in . n . Jear 1 s  time , ar twc) years ' 

t ime , that ' s  what I tell pe ople . vlho kno.ws .. wha t might hr,ppen eventually . 1 1 
M3nriwl!lile he . is n;::.ting the present po sition and wai ting along wi th o thers in -

the town, for the next s. ign of movement . "  ·· 

. 
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